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I never expected to write and draw series 

10. The obvious question, though, is what 

happened to series 8 and 9?  

Because these two series have been lost, 

there has been a major shakeup of senior 

management. All the cartoon characters 

have retained their engagements and J, 

the editor. has been persuaded to stay 

aboard through this turbulent period. I have 

of course maintained my position as chief 

artist (due largely to the fact only I know 

where the pencils are). 

Management has agreed to contract an 

archivist to resolve the whereabouts of 

series 8 and 9. Redbeak Diaries is 

determined to both redact and release this 

report as soon as it is available (that is, as 

soon as the redactions are complete). 

Please be assured Redbeak Diaries is 

committed to complete transparency. Our 

core philosophy is ‘hide only that which 

needs to be hidden’ and ‘give up early; 

give up often’.   

Anyway, on with the preface. As you know 

from my last preface, J and I have rich and 

varied lives outside of the cartoons; 

however, the main characters don’t. This is 

why I caved in to the continual pleading, 

particularly from Chummy, and picked up 

the pens. Needless to say, I have vowed 

now never to pick up another pen.  

So, do enjoy the drawing and writing. It may 

be your last chance. 

LOR 
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One Man and His Chook. The 

title for the new series. Yes 

Chummy, you are the chook. 

You have star billing. What 

could possibly go wrong. No 

that doesn’t need a question 

mark, after all editors are so 

obstructionist, they stand in 

the way of true genius. No, 

freedom is as freedom does!  
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Now we need to race off and tell J. 

She’ll be over the moon. Don’t listen 

to Syd. I mean “qui est la poulet?” 

Just what language is he speaking 

(no question mark is needed; I am 

the editor, no more red-pen 

tyranny!).  Come on Chummy, follow 

me!!! (You can never have too 

many exclamation marks!) Be 

amazed! Freedom is as freedom 

does! Now Chummy, lets go! No 

apostrophe needed and as far as 

exclamation marks go (and they go 

far and wide), I am both free range 

and organic. No, not you Chummy; 

me (or ‘moi’ as Syd would say).  
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Chummy and I am/are (not sure about 

which word) off to see J to tell her about 

the new series, One Man and His Chook.  

I know she will be thrilled. I/we know that 

Chummy and me are/is (hmm this editing 

lark is more difficult than we/I thought). 

Notwithstanding (fantastic word choice). 

Who needs’ editors (the apostrophe 

goes after the ‘s’ because people often 

have multiple needs). I have worked out 

what Syd is on about. Stupid bird, 

Chummy is the chook! I mean who else 

could it be. J is not a chook. I am not a 

chook. Syd’s as silly as a wet hen, but not 

a chook. There is only room for one 

chook in these cartoons. It is Chummy, 

and she is the star!!! 
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04 

Train wreck, just a train wreck. I 

turned to Chummy for her to say 

she (Chummy not J) was the 

chook. Chummy was not there!! It 

went downhill from that moment. I 

think J thinks I think she’s the chook 

(where’s an editor when you need 

one). She said I made no sense 

and she thought I never thought. 

Maybe we can all pretend it just 

never happened. I know I can. 

Maybe I’ll just lose the pens and 

stop thinking stuff up. Maybe it is 

now all said and done. But why is J 

lugging that red rubber glove all 

over the shop? 
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J says I am a misogynist. She says 

that ‘me and my chook’ belittles 

her and her kind. But she’s got 

the wrong end of the perch. 

Chummy is the chook. Chummy 

was meant to be here.  I asked J 

how I could put this right. She 

said you can’t. Then she said it’s 

not a glove.   
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Syd looks like a chook.  I wish 

that stupid seagull would 

stop all the French nonsense. 

This is just not going write. J’s 

nowhere to be seen. She’s 

disappeared!! And I 

desperately need an editor. 

And someone to tell me 

what is going on!! No, not 

you Syd. You are no help 

and never have been. 

Sometimes I wish that I had 

never thought him up.  
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Chummy said Syd said J said if 

this fits, wear it. I just don’t get it. 

Chummy said Syd said J said if I 

said ‘I just don’t get it’ then I 

should try harder. I tried harder 

but I still don’t get it!! 
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It’s too big. J’s back editing, thank 

goodness. I stopped short of saying 

she needed to look at the early 

pages, after all there’s stuff it is best 

that she doesn’t see. Maybe it’s not 

a rubber glove. Whatever it is, I just 

don’t get it. Syd’s shouting at me. I 

wish that stupid seagull would stop 

with all the French palaver. What is 

he on about, use my head? How 

stupid does he think I am?   
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Literally on my head? 

Just what sort of 

cartoonist do you think 

I am? You want me to 

look like a chook? No 

don’t answer that.   
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Get a grip Chummy. There’s 

nothing wrong with being a 

chook! I said ‘look like a chook’. 

There is a difference. Being is a 

state of awareness, looking is 

either the act of gazing upon or 

… oh never mind. How did this 

all happen? J thinks I am an 

idiot, Syd will only parlez in 

French, Chummy’s got the 

hump, and I am expected to 

wear a red rubber glove on my 

head. Talk about train wreck.  
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Chummy, now listen very 

carefully. There is no need 

for the hump. There is 

nothing wrong with looking 

like a chook. Being a chook 

and looking like a chook is 

what most of us can only 

wish for. Particularly when 

we do the chicken dance. 
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But there are no Australians 

in the cartoons.   
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This cartoon strip is bonkers. The cartoonist is 

bonkers. His drawings are bonkers.  As editor I 

do my best. I have said to him I cannot conjure 

up a Mitty to go with his Walter.    

There are few options available. I cannot sack 

him. (Heaven forbid that he spend more time 

with his family).  

I will give him a serious telling off and demand 

he mends his ways. I will insist he concentrates 

on being funny. He assures me that chuckles 

will turn up. 

J, Editor 
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Hmm, not sure this is what J 

meant. But, heh, shucks, chuckles 

is chuckles. 
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Words fail me . . . 
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Words still fail me. 
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J renamed the cartoon strip 

Chummy, Chuckles and the Chap. 

That’s the new name.  
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Chummy and Chuckles are 

happy, Syd’s got his beak’s 

worth in, J thinks the new 

name is a cracker and I can 

take the hat off after 

Christmas. So happy 

Christmas and a merry New 

Year to you all. 
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Chummy, Chuckles and the 

Chap. Not just any chap: 

The Chap. Has a certain ring 

to it! Well, I guess, now, 

finally, all is said and done.  
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THE END 


